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Initial local official reaction oetention bv British. 

OF PROMINENT EX-NAZIS ACCUSEO INFILTRATION MIDDLE CLASS . 
PARTIES FAVORABLE WITH SOME REGRET GERMANS HOT" TAKEN INTO 
CONFIDENCE ACCORDING ACTING SOCIALIST MAYOR DrEDELIUS. tj 

Latter ■ hoped British had substantial. evidence since in jjj 

CONTRARY CASE PU8LIC OPINION, ESPECIALLY REGAR D I NC EX-HAMBUf^ 

Gauleiter Kaufmannwho is generally well regarded, would be^ 

uHPoftTUNA'ff: ^ : 5 

.<$ 

Publisher or largest Hamburg daily, Independent 
Conservatives, WENT over readers letters PERSONALLY TODAY.. 1 
AflO REPORTED THAT REACTION, INCLUDING WORKERS, . PROFESSIONAL 
MEN AND OTHERS WAS IMOiisJa ISBUtEfc. ESPECIALLY IN & 

Kaufmanm case* He predicted story would do Germany great t™ 
HARM ABROAD AND WOULD WEAKEN ADENAUER*? INTERNA L POSITION, 

Personally he oio not believe British had case* y 


Local Conservative Deutsche Partei leader doubted e 

ANY ORGANIZED. INFILTRATION HIS PARTY ALTHOUGH ADMITTING ^ 
POSSIBILITY ANO SUGGESTED THAT SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, LARGEST « 

single. German. party, would be easier infiltrate than ^ 

German Government coalition parties. He refused believe . 

THAT THOSE ARRESTED WERE ACTUALLY THREAT TO SECURITY . fjj 

Federal government amo especially regretted action versus % 
Kaufmanm. ‘ 3 

' ' ' R 

. Believe we must await character of evidence gathered gf 
bv British before venturing oefinite opinion, but now ** 

SEEMS CERTAIN THAT ARRESTS WILL DEFINITELY CAUSE VERY ADVERSE 


REACTION UNLESS BRITISH HAVE GOOD CASE. • 
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